
 

 
 
Finmeccanica plays a leading role in the global aerospace and defence industry, and participates in some of the sector’s biggest international programmes through its 
group companies and well-established alliances with European and USA partners. A leader in the design and manufacture of helicopters, defence and security electronics, 
civil and military aircraft, aerostructures, satellites, space infrastructure and defence systems, Finmeccanica is Italy’s leading high-tech company. It also boasts significant 
manufacturing assets and skills in the transport and energy sectors; it is listed on the Milan stock market and operates via a number of group companies and joint 
ventures. It has over 73,000 employees, with more than 12,600 working in the USA, about 10,100 in the UK and over 3,600 in France. As part of its drive to maintain and 
build on its technological excellence, Finmeccanica spends 12% of its revenues on Research and Development. 
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Finmeccanica signs EUR 220 million contract with ARMAEREO for six M-346 Masters 
for the Italian Air Force 
 
 
In Rome today, Finmeccanica – via its Company Alenia Aermacchi (a subsidiary of Alenia 
Aeronautica) – and ARMAEREO (Direzione Generale per gli Armamenti Aeronautici) signed a contract 
worth EUR 220 million to provide the Italian Air Force with six M-346 Master advanced trainer aircraft 
(T-346A) and related flight simulators, which together comprise an Integrated Training System (ITS). 
This contract forms part of a broader agreement to supply a total of 15 M-346 Masters and related 
support.  
 
Also included in the contract are logistics support, the training of military personnel and the 
construction of part of the logistic-infrastructural platform to be used for training and ground 
operations. This will consist of multimedia training rooms and a new flight line for the M-346 Master to 
be built at the Lecce Flying School along with a hangar and maintenance services for the aircraft. 
 
The first two M-346 Masters, which are scheduled for delivery by the end of 2010, will be initially 
assigned to the Flight Testing Department at the Pratica di Mare air base, where the first operational 
tests will take place. The Italian Air Force will receive four more aircraft by the end of 2011, and will be 
the world’s first Air Force to have a training line based on the M-346 Master, the most advanced 
aircraft currently available on the market for training military pilots to fly fourth and fifth generation 
combat aircraft. 
 
This contract testifies to the fruitful partnership between the Finmeccanica Group, Italy's Ministry of 
Defence and Ministry of Economic Development, together with Ministry for the Economy and Finance, 
and the country’s Air Force, and represents a first important step in promoting the M-346 Master on 
the international market. A number of countries around the world are at present evaluating the aircraft 
for their flight schools, including the United Arab Emirates, which recently selected 48 M-346 Master 
aircraft. The contract for these aircraft is currently being finalised.  


